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Medical kits

Times News Netwonr

Lucknow: Polling pe:
deputed for the secon
of polling on April 26
provided with medical
lightof the high tempe!
prevailing in the sta e
rently. Directions have been
issued toensure that allneces-
sary facilities are av;
for personnel and vo
polling stations.

encies that i
in i -
clude Amroha, Meerut, Bagh-
pat, Ghaziabad, Gautam Budh
Nagar, Bulandshdhr,
and Mathura. !
State chief electoral offi-
cer Navdeep Rinwa said that
directions have been issued to
all district election % |
concerned to ensure n =
ry facilities for voters an -
ling personnel at polling b
res and boo like tents,
sheds, drinking water. B&
the personnel depart for
stations, they will be issued
medical kits to tackle compli-
cationslike heat stroke.

* Meanwhile, in compliance
with thedirectivesof the
tion (t)l;;qmissbnof India, va
rious agencies like UP Police
IncomeTax, Excise, Na
have been carrying out op
tions to ensure free and

e operational withi
thestate, {
. I:letwgan March 16 p:f
pril 23, the police depart-
ment seized 495 licensed wea-
pons whereas licenses for
4,553 weapons wererevoked.
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Polling staff to get medical kits

PNS M LUCKNOW

n view of the soaring temperatures
Iin Uttar Pradesh, medical kits, par-
ticularly to deal with heatstroke
cases, will be provided to the pollin,
personnel for the voting schedule
on April 26 in eight Lok Sabha con-
stituencies going to polls in the sec-
ond phase. é
Directions have also been issued to
ensure all necessary facilities for
polling personnel and voters. at
polling stations.

The polling parties will depart for
polling stations on April 25 to
ensure fair and peaceful elections in
the state. The eight constituencies of
UP that are going to polls in the sec-
ond phase include Amroha, Meerut,
Baghpat, Ghaziabad, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Bulandshahr, Aligarh
and Mathura. These eight Lok Sabha
seats fall in nine districts of the state,
namely, Amroha, Hapur, Meerut,

Ba gl;at, Ghaziabad, Gautar{:
Bu N ,Bu.lzwah!'. Aligar
and Maﬂmag,r
UP’s Chief Electoral Officer Navdeep
Rinwa said that instructions had
been given to all the district election
officers to send polling parties as
scheduled for the second phase of
voting in eight Lok Sabha con-
stituencies. He said that directions
had been issued to all the district
election officers concerned to ensure
necessary facilities for voters and
polling personnel at polling centres
and polﬁng booths..
Prior to the departure of polling par-
ties, the polling personnel will be
rovided with medical kits to address

alth conditions such as heat-
stroke. In view of the heat, tents,
sheds, drinking water arrangements
and other necessary facilities will be
installed at polling centres as per the

idelines issued earlier.

e CEO said in compliance with

A

the directives of the Election
Commission of India, continuous
operations were being carried out
across UP by the police, income tax,
| excise, narcotics and other depart-
ments. For thorough inspection,
480 inter-state check posts and 1,836
check posts within the state are oper-
ational, he added.
From March 16 to April 23, 2024, the
state police have seized 495 licensed
weapons whereas licences for 4,553
weapons have been revoked and
deposited. Notices have been issued
under the Criminal Procedure Code
to 2,532,068 individuals over con-
cerns of peace disruption, of which
2,061,166 have been restrict-
ed. Additionally, the police have
seized 7,650 unlicensed weapons,
7,753 cartridges, 2,900 kilo, of
explosives and 411 bombs. Besides,
1 ;:lids were condx:lcftaed on 3,153 ille-
W n manufacturing centres,
;whileegg were busted. -

!
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MEDICALKITS FOR
POLLING PARTIES
TO BEAT THE HEAT

HT Correspondent
Ieltersq;tllve.com :

LUCK : Medical kits will be
provided to all the polling per-
sonnel for the voting scheduled
on April 26 across 8 constituen-
cies in the second phase of the
Lok Sabha elections. )

“With chances of heat '.- e

with soaring tem

ature, we have decided t
vide 3

sonn 'beforethelrde ure,
said State Chief Electoral Office
Navdeep Rinwa on Wed esda

water arrangements will bd it
in place as per the guid
issued earlier.

ﬁiﬂww‘"*ﬁh
polling stations on April 25," he

'lh%r tomstltuenu&sJUP
that are going to polls in
the second phase include,
Amroha, Meerut, B £
Ghaziabad, Gautam Bu&lha
Nagar, Bulandshahr,

state, namely, Amroha,
Meerut, Baghpat, Ghazi
Gautam Buddha Nagar,
shahr, Aligarh, and Mathus

RINWA SAID OTHER
R
. SH
DRINKING WATER
ARRANGEMENTS
WILL BE PUT IN
PLACE AS PER THE
GUIDELINES.
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IT'S RARE for an Election Commissioner to have conducted
one cycle of elections for the assemblies of all states in the
country as well as for Parliament during one's term. Hy T,
Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv , by the end of his
term nextyear, will haveaccomplishedjust that.

joined the Election Commission of India (ECI) in May

has overseen elections in 11 states during his time as an
Election Commissioner, and will manage the remaining ones
during his term as the CEC. The last state, Delhi, should ideally
also go to polls before his retirement in February 2025. Not
only that, but elections for the President and Vice ident
have also occurred during his tenure.

|
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Verification of VWPAT

slips: Top court
source code of

says
VMs

cannotbe discl sed

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI.APRIL 24

STATING THAT no candidate has
yet pointed to a mismatch be-
tween the votes polled on
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) and the slips printed by
the Voter Verifiable Paper Audit
Trail (VVPAT) machine, the
Supreme Court Wednesday re-
served its order on a bunch of pe-
titions seeking 100 per cent veri-
fication of votes with the slips,
saying it cannot issue directions
on the basis of mere suspicion.
Atwo-judge bench of Justices
Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar
Dattaalso said “we cannot control
elections” and “we are not the
controlling authority of another
constitutional authority”.
Thebenchreiterated that the
source code of the EVMs should
not be disclosed as the Election
Commission of India (ECI) in-
formed it that the micro-con-
trollers installed in the machines
are one-time programmable and
cannot be changed. “It should
not be disclosed. It will be mis-
used. It should never be dis-
closed. It will become a prob-
lem,” Justice Khanna said.
Thisis the second time that the
SChasopined againstmaking the
EVM source code public.
Refusing to entertain a plea
which raised a similar prayer,
Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud presiding over a
three-judge bench had in
September last year said that “it
shouldn'tbeinthe publicdomain,

becausethernoment youplace it “*Vifrthe ControtUniti

inan EVM —aBallot nit, Control
Unitand VVPAT — irown
microcontrollers insecure

. unautherised access-detection
, modules. |
Theofficial infol the court
| that the EVMs stored
foraperwdof 45 daysaaerpolhng
as the limitation period for filing
election petitions under The
Representation of People Act,
| 1981. “Upon expiryﬁe period,
the Chief Electoral er writes
. toHigh Courts toascertainif there
are any election peﬁi': filed for
" ' any constituency.. Jé(concerned
| EVM) remains seal locked,

nobody touches it" ifany election
| petitionis filed.

cheddng“A{thetj
sioning of EVMs and after the
- polling is over, all thl;teumtsare

| sealed. After secol lomisa-
tionand commissi allthree
are stored together in ;he strong
room as a unit. After polling, a
- green paper seal is ied”.

" Advocate Prashant Bhushan

appearing for petitioner NGO
Association for Demacratic
Reformsraised doubtson the con-
tention that the microcontroller
has a one-time programmable
' memoryandsaid theyalsohavea

re-programmable memory
‘and a malicious pragramme can
be introduced into it. Justice
Khanna, however, pginted out that
the EClitselfhad said that the flash
memoryisloaded wﬂwn]ysym-
bols and that the microcontroller

in the pibite dory e 121 ”"&ﬂﬁkme'yarg‘

dangef .ﬂ'ﬁﬁ&m&—  flash memory is (¢ e pro-

jectto misuse”. grammable. The flash memory is
Answering the bench’'squery  very small. It can store 1,024 sym-

onthemicrocontrollerofthema-  bols. Those are syzg‘l;r;ot soft-

chines on Wednesday, an ECl of-  ware. Asfaras the mi ntroller

ficial explained that all three units

@ §

in the Control Unit is concerned,

ssum‘ e  He poin

G

it is agnostic and does not recog-
se party or candidate names. It
nly recognises the button which
is! pressed on the Ballot

dm:epemmerNGOwasm-

FEVMs itself says that
tilldate there hasbeen noincident
 identified. If there is

To another argument about
e likelihod of a malicious pro-
e beingused, Justice Datta
asked, “can we issue mandamus
on the basis of suspicion?".
| JusticeKhannaadded thatthe
port relied upon by the petition-
itself “uses the word doubtfil.
cause they themselves are not
per cent sure. We called for
data. They gave us the data.
data is before you, each and
ry candidate or his represen-
ive, when he is present in the
lling station...knows where,
at is happening...Each and
every political party have their
own thinktanks, they have their
teghnical experts. Yes, if there is
ethl We can improve, we
improve, If there is
lng. we will put it to them

Sapos

,iftheycanitm rovesome. ..
Elﬂ 7 4 n
ndatory and second when it

increased from 1 to 5. Now

responsesometimeswe getis
ick to the ballot system”.
ST e
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SC: Can't pass order on - SCin previous hearing
EVMs on the basis of : ruled out return to ballots
suspicion of manipulation

14 ’:[‘1h§ ch,onthepre-

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Wednesday expressed its
unwillingness to pass any
order regarding electronic
votingmachines (EVMs) on-
ly on the basis of suspected
hacking and manipulation,
while stating that it would
not flinch from ensuring
steps for improvement if it

of EVMs hhad stood the
test of time with increas- queries. ’

ing percentage re- Asked whether micro-
ers’faithinit. controller was installed
the courthad in the controlling unit or

saw the need forany. reserved ifs verdictearli- the VVPAT (Voter Veri-
Abench of Justices Sanjiv er, it held another hear- fiable Paper A1_1d1.t Trail)
Khanna and Dipankar Datta ‘suspicion? - ednesday to unit,thecommissiontold

said the court was not the A ; ts regarding the bench that all three
controlling authority of anot-  ling authority of another ctioning of  units— control unit, bal-
her constitutional body (Elec- constitutional authority. i EVMs and a deputy elec- lot unit anc'l VVPAT unit
tion Commission) which sho-  cannot control the election. tion commissioner, like — had their own micro-
uld take independent deci- Thejudgmentof thecourtdid : on the last occasion, an- controllers which were
sions pertaining to the poll say VVPAT..but whereisthe | @ swered |the court'’s one-time programmable.
process. When advocate Pras- ~ direction to increase the pa- L
hant Bhushan insisted there  per count? Can we issue man-
was still a possibility of ama-  damus on the basis of suspi:
licious programme being lod- cion?” TheSC, onthe previous
ged in EVMs to alter the elec- hearing on April 18, had virtu:
tion results, the SC said, “The ~ ally ruled out the possibility
reportyouarerelyingonsays  of returningtoballot paper.
there is no incident of hack- t

ingyet. Wearenotthecontrol- ~ »Return to ballots, P14
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Cannot question EVM
solely on suspicion: SC

Utkarsh Anand
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
oon Wednesday emphasised tha®
the Election Commission of
India (ECY), a separate constitu-
tional authority, is responsible_
for overseeing election manage-
ment, adding it cannot issue
orders that question the efficacy
of Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) and their integration
with the Voter Verified Paper
Audit Trails (VVPATs) based
solely on suspicions or private

reports.

‘A bench of a bench of justices
Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar
Datta added that it cannot do
much if the petitioners — who
demanded 100% cross-verifica-
tion of votes cast on EVMs with
VVPATS or going back to the bal-
lot paper system — were: “already

judiced”.

“We can't control the elec-
tions. We are not the controlling

of some other constitu-
tional authority. If there are

At the first instanc
the verification of EVV
AC]..We will see what is needed to strengthen the ¢

issues, there are laws to deal
with them. The judgment of this
court (in 2013) directed them 12
use VVPAT and they compliec..

Where is the direction of e

court to match all slips? The
court later said 5% (EVM-VVPAT
matching in 2019) and they have
followed our order. Let someone

What top ourt o

the EVM source code cannot be
disclosed owing to the fear of its
& ‘be dis-

The batch of petitions before
the top court have: generated polit-
ical heat and puhli_c interest over

misuse.
closed. It will become a problem.

ensuring thein

People will try and misuse it"the  votingvia VVPATS.

bench after senior coun- Currently, the verification proc-
sel Santhosh Paul, appearing for essinvolves checking VVPAT slips
bserved one of the petitioners, made a  from five randomly selected EVMs
‘mention of EVM source codes. in each assembly segment. The
ON REVEALING Senior election commis- pmiciuns.ﬁlmihyADRandamvisl
SOURCE CODE soner Ni!zshyyas::uhoma pre-  Arun Kumar Agarwal, sought a
That 1d \bx more p approach.
SOUIC the technical testing  Agarwal advocated for the count-
8 “"" be processes and security measures  ing of all VVPAT slips to ensure
disclosed. It P Sociated with EVMs, appeared  transparency, while ADR's peti-
will become a before the court at 2pm and pro-  tion focussed on enabling voters to
LLALYL problem vided detailed explanations confirm that their votes are
""""""‘ will regarding the functioning and - counted as they were cast. The
= i security meastires of EVM. » thatvotersbe
g The officer sought to address permitted t© physically deposit
SCON VVPATs concerns raised by petitionerson  their VVPAT slips in ballot boxes.
then the verification of EVMs theintegrity of the el  proc- The ion of VVPAT with
NETTI]  with VVPAT was increased from essand the susceptibilityof EVMs  EVMs first gained legal promi-
m1t Y 5[ 'y gment}. o pering, saying that the nence following a petition by BIP

rrent system. When we asked you (petiti ) mic p leader i y aft

for: weweretoldtogo * mable only once, at the time of  the 2009 general elections.

e backto the ballot system... We will manufacturing. According to Initially, ECT conducted a man-
from those 5% say there have see whatis heeded to strengthen  Vyas, the control unit, ballot unit datory verification of VVPAT paper
been mismatches. CanWe issuea  the current system,” the courtsaid. and VVPATsaresealedinthe pres-  slips for one randomly selected
nanda the of suspi “Ifyou ined _enceofthe pollingagentsof candi-  polling station per assembly seg-
cion?” the bench asked. about it, we can'thelpit. Wearen't  dates and kept secure for atleast ~ mentin a constituency. In April
It pointed out that the top here tochangey ghtproc- 45 ing, after which m]s,mgu,pmmm]mmnmqm
court had intervened on two ess... There has been no hacking  ECl officials enquire from thehigh  number of EVMs subjected to
occasions in st. “At the detected till date. The report you  court concerned over the pend-  VVPAT verification be increased
first instance, th asked . are relyingonsays that thereisno _ency of election petitions before _ from one EVM per assembly seg-
them (ECI) to use ~and _ incidentof hackingyet,"thebench _ resetting them. ‘ment to five, following a petition
continuedon>9  told advocate Prashant Bhushan, ‘However, inspiteoftheofficer’s  filed jointly by 21 (Opposition par-
whoaj for Asso-  detailed responses, some petition- ties. The parties went back to the
ciation for Democratic Reforms  ers cited private reports casting Supreme Courtin May 2019 asking
doubts that micro-controllersused ~ for counting of at least 25%

(ADR).
According to Bhushan, the
‘micro-controllers in EVMs i

in EVMs could be programmed

'VVPATs in every AC, but the court

contain  only once, and raising further turned down their plea.

aflash memory, and therefore are questions about the reliability of
amenable to repi or  thevoti hi
‘malicious malware. In response to these concems,

Bhushan's “doubts” over the  thecourt! reiterated its stance that
security of EVMs came through  itcannot directly intervene in mat-
after the court heard a senior ECI  ters pertaining to the conduct of
official who was called upon to  elections because this falls under
address specific queries regarding the purview of ECI, and reserved
the mi and other Jt
security the i April
voting machines. 18, the court refrained from cast-

On Wednesday morning, the ingdoubts on the efficacy of EVMs
bench had asked senior counsel.. andtheir integration with VVEATS, |

Singh, representing ECL, ~ saying “the is working

to ensure the presence of an offi-  well” and that “over-suspicion” \
cial at 2pm Wh its i d
queries on the functions of the tion. At the same time, the court
micro-controller installed in emphasised the need for greater
EVMs, the security of EVMs and disclosure from ECI regarding the
VVPATS, and the maximum period functioning of EVMs to allay the
for which the machines are apprehensions of voters, pointing
retained after polling. out that the sanctity of the elect-

The court had also clarified that omlpmussoughnobemaincd. |
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'SC tells EVM critics it cannot pass

directions on hasis of suspicion-

PTI M NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court said on
Wednesda it  cannot
“control the elections” or
issue  directions  simply
because doubts have been
raised about the efficacy of
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVM), as it reserved its
judgement on a clutch of
petitions  claiming  the
polling devices can“ll)e
tinkered with to manipulate
the results.

The court said it cannot
change the thought process
of those doubting the

advantages  of
machines and advocating
going back to ballot papers. |
A bench of Justices Sanjiv

-polling

. It sou
* offici

Khanna and Dipankar Datta |
reserved its verdict on a
batch of pleas seeking
complete cross-verification
of votes cast using EVMs
with Voter Verifiable Paper
Audit Trail (VVPAT), after
taking note of the answers to
queries it had posed to the
Election Commission.
t answers from an
of the poll panel to
five questions related to the
functioning of EVMs
including = whether the
microcontrollers fitted in
them are reprogrammable.
Continued on Page 8

SC tells EVM critics it cannot ...

From Page 1

Senior Deputy Election
Commissioner Nitesh ar, Vyas,
who had earlier made a ion
to the court on the functioning of
EVMs, was summoned by the bench

to appear at 2 pm to answer the
queries.

Vyas, while responding the |

question about microco s,
said they are  one-time
programmable at the time of

facture and installed in all the

three units of EVMs-the balloting
unit, VVPAT and the control unit.
They  cannot be reprogrammed
thereafter, he asserted.
An  advocate, appearing for
petitioner NGO, claimed the EC
official’s statement was not fully
correct. He cited a report by a
private body to back his contention.
The report says the kind of
memory used in these three units
can be reprogrammed. A malicious
programme can easily be uploaded
at fie time of symbol loading" he

claimed, adding efforts jshould be
made to remove the doubts about

the tr: ency of EVMs. i
Justice K a told the advocate
court has to rely on the data and
informatie ided by the EC,.a
‘constitutional body, which says the
programme in the memory of an
EVM can be written only once.

“If you are prejudiced or
predisposed about ing, then
we cannot help it. We

ange
your thought process” the bench
said \

o - ' ‘
Justice Datta said, “Can we uﬁé a
mandamus (directions) on the basis
oé a suspicion? The report you are
relying on on to say that therg is
no);‘:cgide&efs manipulation yet. We
can't control the elections. We
not the controlling authority .of
another constitutional authority” -
The bench recalled thalLthe top

o) 3

court had in the past issued two
orders on VVPAT, an independent
vote verification system which
enables electors to see whether their
votes have been recorded correctly.
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‘High-energy finales’ bring
Phase-ll campaign to an end

All 20 Kerala Seats Among 88 In 13 States That Vote Tomorrow -

Times News Network

T’puram/Jaipur/Bengalu-
ru: Curtains were drawn
Wednesday on a fervent cam-
paign for phase two of the sev-
en-stage LS polls slated for
April 26 across 88 constituen-
cies in 13 states, including all
20seats in Kerala, 14 in Karna-
taka, 13 in Rajasthan, & eight
each in Maharashtraand UP.
Amongthenotablecontes-
tants in this round are Union
minister Rajeev Chandrasek-
har, Congress MPs Rahul
Gandhi and Shashi Tharoor,
BJP’s Tejasvi Surya, Hema
Malini, Arun Govil, former
Karnataka CM HD Kumaras-
wamy of JD(S), and Karnata-
ka deputy CM DK Shivaku-
mar’s brother DK Suresh.
Other states where polling
is scheduled include six seats
in MP, five each in Assam and
Bihar, three each in Chhattis-
garhand Bengal,and oneeach

b

BIP candidate Arun Govil during a road show in Meerut on Wednesday

g

in Manipur, Tripura, & J&K.
Polling in MP's Betul has been
postponed to May 7 following
the death of BSP candidate.
Voting will conclude in Kera-
la, Rajasthan, and Tripura af-
ter Friday’s round of polling.
In Kerala, candidates par-
ticipated in high-energy fi-
nales known as “Kottikala-
sam” across constituencies.

heme minister A
Congress's M
eand Priyan

addressingg

In Rajasthan,

Ashok Gehlot led public ral-
lies and roadshows, while ac-
tress Kangana Ranaut bol-
stered support for BJP candi-
date and minister Kailash

Chaudhary in Jaisalmer :

There are 152 candidates in
the fray, including two Union
ministers, the LS speaker,
BJP's state president, and
Gehlot’s son Vaibhav Gehlot
in Jalore-Sirohi constituency.

Canvassing ended in Kar-
nataka, with Congress & BJP
conducting symbolic cam-
paigns. Congress showcased
the “chombu” (empty pot) to
symbolise what it perceivesas
failures of Modi govt. For its
part, BJP initiated “chippu”
(empty coconut shell) cam-
paign, representing what it
views as empty promises of
Siddaramaiah-led govt in the
state.InMP, campaigning con-
cluded for six seats, with BJP

and Congress locking horns

in several constituencies.
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Campaign
RAJESH KUMAR M NEW DELHI
Aﬁcr whirlwind roadshows, political

tit-for-tats, and a fresh cycle of
controversies on r rMuc l‘he wa.ldx.ﬁ'
i itance tax and i ta
SCs.STsandOB(‘swfavomugMu&me
curtains came down on Wednesday
evening on a high- al

e
for the second phase of Lok Sabha polls in
89 seats across 13 States on April 26.

for Phase Il LS poll ends

Pradesh, 7 seats in Madhya Pradesh, 5
seats each in Assam and Bihar, 3 seats
each in and West Bengal,
and 1 seat each in Manipur, Tripura and
Jammu and Kashmir.

Amid heat wave conditions, the poll body
on Wednesday extended the é)oﬁ‘:imings
by two hours in some Assembly segments
— Banka, Madhepura, Khagaria and
Munger Lok Sabha constituencies was
from 7 am to 6 pm to ensure enhanced

The upcoming second phase polls will**Where Hema Malini is seeking reelection, voter participation. In other polling
A o By, D

cover several
sach as Wayanad (Kerala), from
where Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi is seeking re-election g
and Thiruvananthapuram JJ
(Kerala), which will witness a §|
high-profile showdown between §
Shashi Tharoor and Rajeev W
Chandrasekhar, Meerut where

Arun Govil who played Ram in the hit

Mand,
Polli

Chief Minister DK stations in Bihar, under  these
Shivaki s brother DK Suresh  constituencies, the poll tirnings remain 7
from Bengaluru Rural Lok Sabha ~am to 4 pm.

constituency ~and  former Staggered over seven stages, the first
Karnataka Chief Minister HD phase of the elections held last Friday for
Kumaraswamy (JDS) from 102 seats across 21 states and Union

territories saw a voter turnout of around

lya.

is scheduled in all 20 65.5 per cent. After Friday’s phase, pollin;

seats o't!f(tnh. 14 of the 28 seatsin  will E g

Karnataka, 13 seats in Rajasthan, 8 Tripura.
Ramayan TV series of the 1980s, Mathura  seats each in Maharashtra and Uttar &

over in Kerala, Rajasthan an
Continued on Page 8

c;miaign for... A

In phase 2, Kerala has a maximum of 500
nominations from 20 Parliamentary
Constituencies,  followed by 491
nominations from 14 PCs in Karnataka.
Minimum of 14 nominations were received
fmr‘n one PC in Tripura. 16-Nanded
Parli. o in Mah

F3

received a m-’xln‘lum of 92 nominations.
According to the Election Commission
(EC), 1206 candidates from 12 States /UTs
along with four candidates from Outer
Manipur PC to contest elections in phase
two Lok Sabha polls. -
Kerala bore witness to a series of
dinary scenes and. d d
ig orch by
candidates and party workers on the final
day. A total of 194 candidates are vying for
the 20 seats in the state, mak!n% the April 26
Lok Sabha polls a crucial battleground for
the LDF: the UDF, and the NDA, Two union ,

ministers and three actors are among the i southern and coastal districts, where an

total candidates who try their political luck
this time. Diverse issues ranging from the
implementation of the CAA, the alleged
existence of ‘love jihad, controversies
surrounding ‘The Kerala Story’ movie, the
Manipur violence, Rahul  Gandhi’s
candidature in Wayanad, as well as alleged
appeasement of minorities by various
political parties, dominated the high-decibel
public campaigns.

Kerala is expected to witness fierce battles in
several constituencies, including Wayanad,
where former Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
is taking on CPI's Annie Raja. While Kerala
has been ruled alternatively by Congress and
the Left parties, the d ol pnr?' virtually
swept the state in the last general elections
when it secured 15 of 20 seats. Rahul is
contesting from the Wayanad seat, which he
had won in 2019 by over 4 lakh votes. This
time, he is up against CPI's Annie Raja and
Kerala BJP kF" Si d I ingl:

presence of various national leaders in the |
Minister Amit Shah,

state,
AICC Chief Mallikarjun , and
Congress leader Priyanka Gan who

.addressed public meetings in various

constituencies. -
The eight constituencies of Uttar Pradesh
which is going to polls are Amroha, Meerut,
Baghpat, Ghaziabad, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Bulandshahr, Aligarh and Mathura.
Prominent among the total of 91 candidates
whose future wilfbe decided in the second
phase of polling are actor Hema Malini, who
is seeking a third term from Mathura; and
Arun Govil, who played the role of Lord
Rama in the famedPTV serial Ramayan. He
has been fielded by the saffron party from
his native place Meerut. He criss-crossed the
constituency to seck suj of the people.
The Congress’ Danish Ali from Amroha and
the BJP’s Atul from Ghaziabad and
Mahesh Sharma from Gautam Buddha
Nagar toured their constituencies secking
the people’s support.

In Karnataka, a total of 247 candidates -~
226 men and 21 women -- are in the fray for
the, first round of voting in most of the |-

estimated over 2.88 crore voters aye eligible
to exercise their franchise in 30,602 polling
stations. It is a straight electoral contest
between the ruling Congress and the BJP-
Janata Dal (Secular) combine in the state.
While the Congress is contesting in all 14
seats, BJP has fielded nominces in 11, and its
alliance partner JD(S) in three -- Hassan,
Mandya and Kolar. Besides the three, the
segments where elections will be held on
Friday are: Udupi-Chikmagalur, Dakshina
Kannada, Chitradurga, Tumkur, Mysore,
Chamarajanagar, Bangalore  Rural,
Bangalore North, Bangalore Central,
Bangalore South and Chikkball

Union minister Virendra Kumar and
Madhya Pradesh BJP chief VD Sharma are
among 80 candidates in the fray from six
constituencies- Tikamgarh (SC), Damoh,
Khajuraho, Satna, Rewa and Hoshangabad
constituencies, which cover 55 assembly

the Congress and CPI are part of the INDIA
bloc nationally. The CPI has targeted Rahul
Gandhi for his decision to contest from
Kerala, where the ruling party says the
saffron party does not pose any threat.

In Kerala, the main contest is expected to be
between the Congress and the Left but the
BJP is also making efforts to put up a fight in
some constituencies like Thrissur and
Thiruvananthapuram. In Thrissur, the BJP
has fielded actor-turned-politician Suresh
Gopi, who is facing off against Congress' K
Muraleedharan, and CPI's V S Sunilkumar.
Muraleedharan won from Vatakara in the
2019 general 1

gn in the second

In Rajasthan, other tﬁnn the Banswara
parliamentary constituency, ~Barmer-
Jaisalmer, Jodhpur, Jalore, Chittorgarh and
Kota-Bundi are the hot seats .in this
phase.The other constituencies going to
polls are Tonk-Sawai Madhopur, Ajmer,
Pali, Udaipur, Rajsamand, Kota and
Jhalawar-Baran. uOn the last day of
campaigning, Bollywood actress Kangana
Rangutsnhlell‘g a rouy:show in yaisa.lme?in
support of BJP candidate Kailash
Chaudhary. Located along the India-
Pakistan border, Barmer-Jaisalmer is the
largest Lok Sabha constituency of Rajasthan.
It is wi iangul

Thiruvananthapuram is also a high profile
seat here wilE Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor hoping to retain the seat for the
fourth time.

The BJP which has never won a Lok Sabha
seat in Kerala, has fielded Union minister
Rajeev Chandrasekhar. Even the final day of
election campaign was marked by the

g a a contest amon;
Independ, di Ravindra Sin
Bhati, the Congress' Ummedaram and the
BJP’s Kailash udha;

As many as 204 candidates will battle it out
for eight Lok Sabha seats- Buldhana, Akola,
Amravati, Wardha, Yavatmal-Washim in
western Vidarbha, Hingoli, Nanded and
Parbhani in Maharashtra.
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COMPLAINT REGARDING APRIL 9 RALLY

PM mention of Ram
temple, appeal to
Sikhs, no violation of

MCC, EC ¢

Poll panel likely to argu

to say

listing of work done, no enmity stoked

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI APRIL 24

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi's reference to the construc-
tion of the Ram Temple in an
election rally is not an appeal to
vote m rhe name of religion,
the de itof

the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor, a
route for Sikh pilgrimage, along
with the government’s action of
bringing back copies of the Guru
Granth Sahib — the Sikh holy
book from Afghanistan ina
'withasizeable Sikh

population, does not violate the

el Lo S

«PM remarks no violation of MC(,, EC set to say

expected to share its decision with Jondale soon as

ing the acl of his government at the

his plea in the Delhi High Court is anticipated to be
heard this week. The lawyer had first written to the
Commission on April 10,a day after Modi's rally in
Pilibhit, seekmg action alleging violation of provi-
som of the MC(

Pilibhit rally.

F it 1s also that the EC
came to the conclusion that the PM's speech did not

y

hl\m\l

suﬂluem forthe F(‘mm.mtwnu)d unduly restrict

causing

well 1
to caste or communal feelings h secyre votes. The
provisions alsoforbid using mosques, churches, tem-
ples and other places of worship as | rums for elec-

Thc lawyer, in his complaint, asked: the

Atthe Pilibhit rally unAule Modlhxﬂamd!d
a frontal .mack on INDIA bloc alliance partners
Congres arty over :uwmwuug

early this year. calling it "Ram ka apmaan”, an msull
toLord Ram.

i is mere Commission to register an FIR against Modi under "INDI alliance partners SP and Congress do not
Sedhn 153A, which pertains g enmity. 3 The grand Ram
igion, race,  Temple .mmkjcxﬂwaaﬁtrawaxmf
place ofbirth, residence, I 500years. Uttar P chief
of aresponse from the EC, Jondale appmd;ed the  minister)not just zave his hfeh:nbosauw
EXPRESS NETWORK DethnghCommApn‘l“ 15K 1t for the cause. family aCro!
the country ¢ for the cause, and so did
PETITIONS ON VVPAT m Rl . Pibhit. Butthese peopl g the INDI allance have
SLIPS: SC SAYS i rations, found no vio! of longharbeyreda hatre! fur the Ram Tenyple.” he had
CAN'T CONTROL mqgmasv.nmqln o 3
ELECTIONS PAct & e g Nodi |
e — asizable population in Pilibhit, of the BJP’s sup-
twhil i ofthe 1984 riots and
the name of Hindu deities and u’”‘;‘ wh:!srg:mﬂmﬂmn b nd :r:
Hindu places of worship as well theSamaiwadiP:
. i 2 najwadi Party is standing with “this party”,
as Sikh deities and Sikh places of The government led by him, Modi said. not
worship” during his address ata corridor

public rally in Uttar Pradesh’s
Pilibhit on April9,

The all-clear from EC is ex-
pected to come even as the
Commission is seized of a

Congress

Model Code of C C).
This is the decision that the
Election C ion (EC) is

l‘nme Mlmster for his remarks

likely to communicatein its first
disposal of a complaint against
the Prime Minister alleging
Model Code violations, The

leamed.

onApanl where he mentioned
Muslims and said that the
Congress, if voted to power,
could distribute the nanon s

The decision is based on a
complaint filed by Supreme Court
lawyer Anand S Jondale, who al-
leged that Modi violated the MCC
by seeking votes for "his party in

wealth
"those who hmnmchlldmn
The poll panel has not given a
decision in this matter yet.
Sources said the EC is
CONTINUED ON PAGE Z

nly de Kartarpure
mwadCSl’fmmN\an-naluscd mlang;:sserved
ingurdwaras. “Our government brought back
those stuckin other countries and copies of Gun

he el Y

headded.
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CHARGES
GB Nagar

Lucknov

Aligar h

‘Poll ka dhol’ at T60

poori-sabzi in EC’s

Shalabh@timesgroup.com

hol-nagada players
and musiciansfor Rs
600 per day, snake-
charmers for Rs

. 1,000, and food packets having

four ‘pooris’, ‘aaloo sabzi'and a
piece of ‘mithai’ (sweet) at Rs

- 50 each - this is the rate chart

.

of permissible election expens-
es for candidates which has
been prescribed by district elec-
tion offices. The rates, however,

ity

As preparation for the
second phase of elections
is in full swing, the basic
rate chart, that would be
acceptable as expendi-
ture towards contesting
elections, has been released in
most of the constituencies.
While Aligarh district election
office has gone into minute de-
tails to stipulate rates of even
different kinds of chairs, Gau-
tam Budh Nagar has gone a
step forward to include infla-
tionary pressure while fixing
rates of various services in
comparison to the expenses
incurred during the 2022 UP
assembly elections.

Unlike its counterparts in
western UP, Lucknow district
election office has, however, left
several aspects untouched,

which could be exploited by
candidates while providing
their expenditure statement.

A faculty member in the
department of political science
at the Gautam Budh University
in Greater Noida, Vivek Mishra,
said: “The Election Commis-
sion of India is proactively
m ing funds being utilized
by candidates. Inmy district, an
observer is deputed to record
the daily expenses of candi-
dates. District magistrates also
play an important role on this

front. As we say, the devil is
in the detail, districts
8 which have worked on
minute details would
find it easier to monitor
expenses.” Though the
charges for hiring
‘dhol-nagada’ players, snake-
charmers, motor vehicles, are
similar at most of the places,
wide variation is seen in some
services which are dtmmon]y
sought by candidates during
election period. The rent of a
sound system with microphone
and amplifier, a basi¢necessity
of politicians holding public
rallies varies alarmingly in
Lucknow, Gautam Budh Nagar
and Aligarh.

The Lucknow election office
has fixed a daily rent of Rs 850
for sound system while Gautam
Budha Nagar distriet adminis-

, 50 for
ate chart

tration has kept the charges at
Rs 1,575. The Aligarh district
administration has pegged the
laily rent of the sound system
t Rs 4,600.

Similarly, there is a stark
ifference in the rates of 20ft x
ft wide outdoor hoardings
hich is Rs 2,000 in Lucknow,
11,800 in Gautam Budh Na-
, and Rs 19,600 in Aligarh.
dbills, pandals, printed flex,
garlands were other sundry
items which also have varied
iced points.

“The prices are driven by

g umarSangwanlstheonly
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Voters to get realttime:
information on queue
at their polling booths

PNS B LUCKNOW

To reduce the voters’ wait-
ing time, .the district
administration is providing a
facility to the Lucknow voters
through which the voters can

check whether the queue is
long at their f‘oﬁuﬂh or
not and in ice cast

their vote.
This facility will be displayed
on May 20 on the portal
‘booth location.in’ created by
the district administration.
District Magistrate and
District Election Officer Surya
Pal Gangwar gave this infor-
mation at a press conference
organised at the Lucknow
Development Authority office
on Wednesday.
He said that for providing this
facility they coﬁect data and
et the details of the queue
ength from the presiding
officer of the respective
boot:ls and display it on the
rtal.

If there are 40 people in the
ﬁ;xae:ethena ter will get a
ce to cast his vote in 15-

20 minutes. If this information
is available to the voter, it will
be convenient for him or her
to find out when he/she
should step out of the house.
Sometimes people assume
that there is going to be a huge
crowd at the polling booth
and do not venture out of the
house,” he said.

He said that these were the
arrangements which the
administration was making at
the local level apart from the
arrangements made by the
Election Commission of
India.

Gangwar said that the voters
could visit booth location.in
and also find out the details of
their polling booths.

“There are several new voters
who can locate their pollin,
stations through this portal.
When you dlick on the portal
it will give the Google location
of the polling booth and at
what distance it is located. In
this portal the parliamentary
constituency is selected first

ncy and then the booth
mber after whi¢h the location

Pops up. This can be done con-
Vveniently on one’s mobile phone.

The entire voter list will also be
displayed here” he added. .
ing the press, he said that
the voting exercise would take
place on May 20 from 7 am to 6
pm. He said that they organised
ameeting with the/resident wel-

fare associations of the city to

increase the voting percentage of

OW.
“We held discussions with these

RWAs on how the voters have to
be made aware and motivated.
We are taking their suggestions,”

he said.
He said that the district min-
istration was m: all ef

to see that the voting percentage
increases in both the rural

the urban areas of the Luckriow
district. |

ped
| ‘s

p—

then the Vidhan Sabha con-
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RWAs roped in to up veting percentage

54% in the previous Lok Sabha
election. The focus is on increas-
ing voter turnout at all booths of
the state capital.

“We have approached RWAs
as they have the potential to play

Divisional commissioner Roshan Jacob and DM Surya Pal

-mw:::mm . s

Gangwar sp

BW'I’H STATS

Nagar constituency leads with 582 booths, followed
by with 487 Lucknow East with 417 Lucknow West with
414,

an important role in
people to come out and vote.
Voting is not just a right, it's a

dul’y By engaging with RWA!

North with 393, and Lucknow Central with 339 booths.
number of

“Lucknow Cantt has the least

with 399, Lucknow
330 booths allocated

for
inathe L ok Sabha Dol

i LS poli.

leclive responsibility that will
lead to a higher voter turnout,”
said district electoral officer
Surya Pal Gangwar while'
o

rking a notable

reduction of 295 booths.
for approximately 35 lakh voters

across th of booths

RWAs at LDA hall.
He said the aim is to make
\ sure all eligible voters in Luc-
know exercise their franchise in
| the Lok Sabha elections. “We
have invited RWA representa-

spread across the district, offer-
ing amenities such as water,
childcare, and restrooms. How-
ever, only 20 lakh voters turned
up, leaving resources intended
for another 15 lakh voters

22
LB
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Year Voter turnout Poll %
2019 116445 5472
2014 1033883 53.02
2009 614,058 3749

points with taglines from the
district Ourai

forall.

bourhood, to ensure people
vote."

tives to emphasise on their unused. Thisresulted inasignif- come outto Kumar Sharma,
responsibilities in increasing iunlwnsle of public funds He said, “To further support

voter turnout. The government Gangwar explained, “When  voter the district There are
spends resources lakh people has launched around 2,000
on providing civic facilities at  didn’tturnup towu wefound  variousapplications and online voters in our
every polling station. Ifa booth  the primary reasonwasalackof  portals to ensure no names are area, We will
hasalistof 1,500 voters butonly  motivation. That's why we've  missing rolls. distribute
300 show up, the facilities cre-  called on RWAs to help encour-  The i help vot- brochures
ated for the remaining 1,200 go  age residents to participate in ers find their ately

waste. It's a loss not just for the  the electoral process. We urged  booths.” “We have trained office 850-900 votersacrossfive: . toraise
Election Commission but for the ~ office-bearers of RWAs toreach ~ bearers of RWAs in i 3 v

country,” cmplmbad Gangwar.

the previous elections
in Lucknow, the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) arranged

out to every citizen in their
respective communities,
‘whether it's a multi-storey hous-
ing society or a different neigh-

voting.
we will visit every

these applications and ensure
that names of all residents in g
societies are included,” added the
Gangwar,
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BJP MP’S wife to \

contest against hmh,

files nomination as
Independent in Etawah

——
MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, APRIL 24
FOUR DAYS after BJP MP Ram
Shankarl(ather!a filed nomina-
tion papersfor Etawah Lok Sabha
seat, his wife Mridula Katheria
also filed nomination papers as
an Independent candidate from
the same seat onWed! A

In the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, Mridula had filed nomina-
tion papers fromEtawah but later
withdrew them. Ram Shankar
wentontowin the seat for the BjP
by defeating SP's Kamlesh Kumar
by over 64,000 votes.

“Nomination papers are filed
not to be withdrawn. I will con-
test the election... This is my
birthright," Mridula told media-
persons on Wednesday.

Etawah constituency is
scheduled to go for pollsin the
fourth on May 13.The deadline

nomination papers%as a precau-
tionary measure

*In case, there are any issues
with Ram Shankar!s nomina-
tions, this would enstire that she
could contest the election with
t pportof the the BJP
I said.

The Etawah Lok
comprises Etawah,
Auraiya, Dibiyapur,

2mbly segments. It has 1823
I ers, with the Scheduled
Caste community being the pre-
dominant voters.

Thursday, April 25, 2024
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- Campaigning
endsfor
second phase ‘

Lucknow: Campaigning

for the second se of |
pollingslated forApril 26 |
in eight Lok Sabha con-
stituencies of UP ended

on Wednesday evening.

The eight consti ies

where voting will be held \

on Friday are oha,

Meerut, ghpat,

Ghaziabad, Gautam

Buddha ar,

Bulandshahr, Aligarhand |
- Mathura. UP has 80 par- |

liamentary constituen-
. cies and polling will take
~ place in all the seven
phases of the Lok Sabha
- polls. Among the eight [
constituencies going to
the pollsin this phase, the
BJP had won seven seats
in 2019, while the BSP ‘
had got Amroha.
MP Danish Ali is in the
fray as a candidate of the
INDIA bloc from the same ‘
seat. As per the ECrules,
all election campaign ac-
tivities carried out
litical parties, their candi-
dates and the
representatives cametoa
close at 6 pm. ! ﬂ"

Thursday, April 25, 2024
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Gautam Buddh

HT Ce .
letters@hindustantimes.com
LUCKNOW: Studded with rallies
road shows, attacks and coun-
ter-attacks, the high-pitched
campaign for the second phase
of the Lok Sabha polls concluded
in eight constituencies of west
Uttar Pradesh on Wednesday.
These seats go'to polls in the sec-
ond phase on Friday (April 26).
The polling will be held in

Nagar, Bulandshahr (SC), Ali-
garh and Mathura Lok Sabha
constituencies, UP chief electoral
officer Navdeep Rinwa said on
Wednesday.

Ninety-one candidates are in
fray for these eight seats where
there area total of 1,67,77,198 vot-
ers (167 crore), including
90,26,051 male (90.26 lakh) ,
77.50,356 (77.50 lakh) female
and 791 third gender voters. -»pa

Amroha, Meerut, Baghpat,

Seealsopage 8

High-pitched campaign
for Phase 2 LS polls ends

The second phase of
polling will be held
for eight seats in West
U.P. on Friday

HT Correspondent
fetters@hindustantimes com

LUCKNOW: Studded with rallies,
road shows, attacks and coun-
ter-attacks, the high-pitched
election campaign concluded
on Wednesday evening for eight
Lok Sabha constituencies of
west Uttar Pradesh going to
polls in the second phase on Fri-
day (April 26).

The second phase of polling
will be held in Amroha, Meerut,
Baghpat, Ghaziabad, Gautam
Buddh , Bulandshahr
(SC). Aligarh and Mathura Lok
Sabha constituencies, Uttar Pra-
desh chief electoral officer Nav-
deep Rinwa said on X

Asmany as 91 candidates are
in fray for these eight seats
where there are a total of
1,67,77,198 voters (1.67 crore),

90,26,051 male (90.26
lakh) , 77,50,356 (77.50 lakh)
female and 791 third gender vot-
ers. -

Twelve candidates are in the
poll arena in Amroha, eight in
Meerut, seven in Baghpat, 15in
Gautam Buddha Nagar, six in
Bulandshahr, 14 each in Ghazia-
bad and Aligarh and 15 in Mat-
hura.

The election is poised for a
three-cornered contest with the
NDA, the INDIA bloc and the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
fielding their candidates.

The key candidates include
former Union minister and sit-
ting MP Mahesh Sharma in
Gautam Buddh Nagar (BJP), sit-
ting MP and actress Hema Mal-
ini in Mathura , actor Arun
Govil in Meerut (BJP) and Con-
gress candidate Danish Ali in
Amroha. b

* Out of eight Phase 2 seats, the
BJP had bagged seven —-
Meerut, Baghpat, Ghaziabad,
Gautam Buddh Nagar, Buland-
shahr, Aligarh and Mathura —
in 2019, defeating the SP-BSP-
RLD alliance candidates in
stronghold. The BSP had bagged
the Amroha seat.

This time, the BJP is contest-
ing seven seats and has allotted
the Baghpat seat to its ally, the
Rashtriya Lok Dal.

The SP has fielded

2019 resuit: BJP 7, BSP 1
Candidates: 91

('SECOND PHASE LS ELECTION IN UP
e teoncies) 4 Toms bbb
s r Union
g oy % Sharma (BJP, Gautam Buddha
Ghaziabad, Gautam Buddh Nagar), Hema Malini (BJP,
Nagar, Bulandshahr, Aligarh Mathura), Arun Govil (BJP,
and Mathura

Amroha). |
Voters

1,67,77198

190,26,051
71,50,356
791

l Meerut), Danish Ali (Congress,
|

on four seats — Meerut, Bagh-
pat, Gautam Buddh Nagar and
Aligarh leaving the four other
seats — Amroha, Bulandshahr,
Ghaziabad and Mathura —to its
ally the Congress.

Adequate measures have
been taken by the Election Com-
mission of India to conduct fair
and peaceful polling in the eight
Lok Sabha constituencies going
to polls on Friday, Rinwa said.

Polling personnel will leave
the district headquarters for the

polling stations on Thursday.
The district election officers
been tosend
polling personnel on time, he
said.

The district election officers
have been instructed to provide
necessary facilities to the voters
and polling personnel at the
polling centres and polling
booths. The polling personnel
will be provided medical kits to
protect them from heat stroke
and other health issues, he said.

For the BJP, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi led the cam-
paign along with chief minister
Yogi Adityanath, defence minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, Union home
minister Amit Shah, deputy
chief ministers Keshav Prasad
Maurya and Brajesh Pathak.
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
and SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
addressed a joint rally in
Amroha. Bahujan Samaj Party
chief Mayawati also led her
party’s campaign.

Hema Malini holds a roadshow
inMathura on Wednesday. Al

duringaroadshow
inMeerut on Wednesday. 1l

Jayant Chaudhary duringa
public meeting in support of
Kanwar Singh Tanwar, in
Amrohaon Wednesday.  ¢1l
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‘Must target
at least 70%
voting in city’

Lucknow: Targeting a
100% turnout for Lucknow,
district magistrate Surya
Pal Gangwar administered
avoting pledge to the repre-
sentatives of different Resi-
dent Welfare Associations
(RWAs) as part of the speci-
al mass outreach program-
meat LDA on Wednesday.

The DM held a brains-
torming session on strate-
gies that may help spread
awareness among resi-
dents, and thereby help in
increasing the voting per-
centage.

From spreading aware-
ness through WhatsApp
channels to motivating re-
sidents through one-on-one
and group meetings, RWAs
have proposed to help the
authorities increase voter
turnout. Gangwar sugges-
ted forming teams of child-
ren would visit every hou-
sehold in their vicinity and
check if the residents have
their fingers inked on May
20, theday of voting.

“In case they find anyo-
newithoutinkon theirfing-
ers, they’ll urge these resi-
dents to go outand vote as a
responsible citizen,” Gang-
warsaid.

;aware"s

Times News RK
¢ A |
Lucknow: U the
SVEEP (Sys  Voters'

Education and Electoral

Participation) p mme
of Election Co ion of
.Indis, students of In-
ediate College on Wed-
nesday created ness

t voting through rango-
. During this, college ma-
nager Rajendra Singh Bag-

Earlier, in the mornin,

prayer meeting, acher
Alok Mishra called upon the
peopletoexercisethei t
of franchise. )

rtal, locate
your booth

Times News Network

Lacknow: Voters will not ha-
veito de;m on google maps
orpther traditional ways tolo-
cate their polling booths on

the votingday.

Instead, they can visit
https://boothlocation.in/ —a
spdcial al developed by

the| Election Commission of
Ind

a.

he pi will not just
people locate booths, but
information on
waitingtimefor

[their visit tothe booth ac-
gly. ‘A total of 3,768 pal-
ths have been establis-
hed by us toensure ease of ac-
cess for the voters across the
ct. The location of these

s has been calibrated at
the;‘ brtal tohelp the voters in
locating them,” Gangwar sa-
Besides, voters will also
to getinformation abo-
 voter list of the booth
w much waiting will be

doneat whichboothon theday
of polling,” headded.

DM er informed
that this time around the pro-
cess obtaining the voter
slip has been digitized.

ne ni to do is visit
the voter hel eapp.
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